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2020 was a watershed year for Europe
and the entire world. A year marked by
the

Covid-19

challenges

to

pandemic
public

and

major

health,

social

relations, economy and democracy. At
the

beginning

wholesale

of

2021,

lockdown

partial

measures

or

have

been reinstated in most countries, amid
uncertainty

about

the

spread

and

mutation of the virus, the vaccination
rollout and the impact on the socioeconomic fabric. The response to the
Covid-19 pandemic will continue to
dominate

the

political

economic

policy

and

agenda

for

sociothe

foreseeable future. The pandemic has
also accelerated and amplified several
underlying trends in the global system,
calling

for

reinforced

European

(thought) leadership on many of the
issues on which CEPS’ contribution is
well recognised.
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The EU will soon launch its long-awaited

Based on a rigorous analysis of the

Conference on the Future of Europe, a

facts, data and literature, CEPS will

multiyear

continue

participatory

endeavour

to

make

contribution

and the public. It is anticipated that, by

process by increasing awareness about

the

new challenges and providing educated

Presidency

of

2022,

the

conference will yield a set of practical

the

essential

involving member states, EU institutions,
French

to

an

decision-making

insights.

recommendations for the development of
EU policies and instruments. Discussions

To that end, CEPS intends to concentrate

are expected to focus on topics that

its research activities for the next two

matter most to European citizens, such as

years on a few thematic clusters. In

healthcare,
equality,

the

industrial

environment,

social

identifying these overarching research

innovation,

digital

priorities, we assume a greater sense of

transformation, and EU democracy. The

cross-unit

future of Europe will largely depend on

synergies between ongoing projects and

the evolving global constellation of forces

new opportunities in each of the teams.

and on how the EU chooses to position
itself.
All these are fast-moving issues. The
role of think tanks is more important
than ever in revealing relevant trends
and providing authoritative analysis to
policymakers and other stakeholders.

collaboration,

to

develop
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:

THREE BROAD THEMES WITH A STRONG MULTIDISCIPLINARY
CHARACTER WILL BE FURTHER DEVELOPED:

Covid-19 crisis management
and post-pandemic recovery

Internal governance of the EU

Role of the Union in a more
contested world
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1. COVID-19 CRISIS
MANAGEMENT AND POSTPANDEMIC RECOVERY
Since the start of 2020 the pandemic
has necessitated a re-prioritisation of
research activities.
A number of research projects have
been reoriented to include the impact of
the pandemic and the policy responses
to it. In addition, in 2020 CEPS initiated
major interdisciplinary initiatives.

PERISCOPE project, cooperating with
more than 30 research centres from all
over the world. PERISCOPE will track the
impact of pandemic on health in EU
states

and

investigate

the

impacts of the policy responses on the
economy and society, on democracy
and mobility, governance and the use of
technology.

A

mapping

and

full

assessment of the policy responses at
EU and national level are the main
overarching objectives of the project.

update its view about a common EU industrial
strategy. CEPS is committed to formulate policy
recommendations through the outcomes of
the CEPS Industrial Strategy Task Force. The
force

involves

a

large

variety

of

stakeholders from companies to NGOs, from
foundations to EU institutions and

and

takes

a

multidisciplinary approach. The design
of a well-thought industrial strategy
cannot be limited to developments in
EU

industries,

however.

Eight

main

streams of research will be covered: the
Green Deal; digital economy and data;
strategic value chains; healthcare and
pharmaceuticals; competition policy and
state aid; trade policy; jobs and skills;
agriculture and food.

CEPS

has

always

contributed

will

become highly relevant: the EU budget.
The

newly

approved

Multiannual

Financial Framework will set the stage
for the EU Green Deal, a key pillar of the
EU

growth

strategy,

and

make

it

possible to disburse funds under the
Recovery and Resilience Fund (RRF). In
2021, the finalisation of the national
recovery

plans

and

their

implementation will be a key challenge
for most member states. The RRF could
also have long-term implications for the
EU. It is the first time a large fiscal

In spring 2021, the European Commission will

task

governments,

Lastly, an area of research on which

CEPS plays a leading role in the H2020

member

national

stimulus will be made available to
member states by way of a common
budget. How far this will lead to actual
economic recovery and improve citizens’
lives will not only affect EU legitimacy
but

also

its

future

governance

structures and the way EU governments
cooperate.
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2. INTERNAL GOVERNANCE
OF THE EU
If and when the Conference on the Future

The challenges posed by the rule of law

of Europe gets underway, CEPS will chip in

and democracy also relate to our research

with a series of shorter contributions, both

on the role of civil society actors, in

on the institutional/procedural topics that

particular in home affairs. Throughout

have already been defined (e.g. a review of

2021, the academic network coordinated

the lead candidate process to elect a

by CEPS under the H2020 ASILE project

Commission

EP’s

will closely follow the implementation of

transnational lists right of initiative), and

the New EU Pact on Migration and

new ones thrown up by the Covid-19 crisis.

Asylum.

A major concern for the EU remains the

The future of the Schengen system is

issue of the rule of law. The MFF was agreed

another priority for 2021. CEPS will be

after the European Council offered Poland

paying

and Hungary a way to delay the application

implementation of the European Border

of rule of law conditionality under the NGEU

and

and hedge their positions until 2022. That

interoperability of EU databases and new

deal, reached with the acknowledgement by

travel information systems. CEPS will also

the President of the Commission to hold

be deepening its research on EU and

back on the application of a regulation

international criminal justice and law

agreed to by the Council and the EP, was

enforcement cooperation in the fight

criticised for upsetting the institutional

against crime and terrorism. The STREAM

balance in the EU. Whether this episode,

project will set up a new observatory to

and the push of the German Presidency and

map national uses of the European Arrest

France for the ‘in principle’ conclusion of

Warrant. We will also assess the new EU-

negotiations on the EU-China investment

UK surrender regime after Brexit. Post-

treaty, steer the Union towards a more

transition relations between the EU and

classic

organisation

the UK will expose the gaps that remain to

dominated by the big member states is a

be plugged. How this might be done will

fundamental

be explored in other policy areas covered

President,

the

intergovernmental
question

that

entertained in CEPS research.

will

be

special

Coast

Guard

attention
(Frontex)

to
and

the
the

by CEPS research, notably foreign affairs
and security policy.
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3. ROLE OF THE UNION IN A
MORE CONTESTED WORLD
The new year also brings a new political
dynamic to Europe as the pandemic and
the

economic

consequences

make

foreign and security policy even more
vital.

As

pursues

the

European

Commission

its

aim

become

“geopolitical”

to

player,

the

a

principal

challenge will be navigating between the
US and China. Given differences over
how

to

deal

authoritarian

with

an

but

increasingly
commercially

inescapable China, EU-US cooperation
aimed at fashioning those parts of
multilateralism that serve transatlantic
interests will hinge on the ability of the
two

economies

to

bridge

existing

divides over tech policy.
Apart from the above-mentioned Task
Force on Industrial Policy, CEPS’ work on
issues of strategic autonomy will be
covered in a new H2020 project which
will kick-off in March 2021 and focus on
the integrated approach to external
action, with particular focus on the
Balkans, Ukraine and the South China
Sea. Own-initiative research will venture
further into the sphere of European
defence

cooperation

and

the

instrumentalisation of the law to protect
collective interests and promote the
objectives of EU external action.

CEPS’

more

sectoral

work

on

neighbourhood relations will continue,
with projects sponsored by DG Trade,
the

European

Swedish

Parliament

International

and

the

Development

Agency.
The above-mentioned topics are just a
handful of the many on which CEPS
continues

to

Committee

work.

has

The

committed

Research
itself

to

reviewing CEPS’ research priorities on
an

annual

underpin
strategy

basis.
a

that

That

review

multiannual
takes

account

will

research
of

the

megatrend shifts brought about by the
coronavirus crisis.
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