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Å This third energy prices and costs report (following 2014, 2016) assesses 
trends in prices and costs of fuels in Europe, providing background facts 
and figures for EU energy policy making

Å It updates data (including on 2014 subsidies estimates), adds more data on 
petroleum products, and on energy costs, especially for energy intensive 
industries (drawing on DG GROW studies & analysis).

Å It provides  evidence supporting the ongoing energy transition (including 
ǘƘŜ [¢{ύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘŀȄŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǳōǎƛŘƛŜǎΣ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ όϷκϵύ 
imports.
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Wholesale and 
international  prices          

The volatility of international fossil fuels prices impacts the EU energy prices

Crude oil (Brent) and European wholesale 
gasoline, diesel and heating oil prices 

Wholesale electricity prices in the EU

Sources: Platts , ECB Sources: Platts , European power markets
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International gas and electricity prices

European, US and Japanese wholesale gas prices

Sources: Eurostat, CEIC and IEA

Wholesale electricity prices for industry 

Wholesale and 
international  prices          

Sources: Platts , Thomson -Reuters
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Industrial electricity prices in 2017

Household electricity prices in 2017 Household gas prices in 2017 

Median and large industrial gas prices in 2017 

Retail prices          

Different price structures across MS, fuels and consumer groups



Source: Directorate -General for Energy

Taxes on industrial electricity over time Taxes on industrial electricity in 2017

Retail prices  for 
industry - Taxation        

The importance of taxation in electricity prices

Source: DG ENER in -house data collection

Taxes on electricity in 2017:
small vs large industrial consumers
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Retail prices for industry   -
price regulation      

Price regulation : the case for non -household electricity and gas markets

Mark -ups

Mark -ups
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The energy import bill

ÅThe EU is still
exposed to volatile 
global fossil fuel 
markets , which can
impact on fiscal 
regimes and 
macroeconomic
stability .

Costs 
for the EU's economy         
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energy poverty: energy as a share of household expenditure

Costs 
for households         

ÅSpending on energy 
averages 5.5%, up to 
10% 

ÅWide differences across 
Member States  

Expenditure on energy in lower middle income EU households 
(Euros and share of total expenditure) 



Source: Directorate -General for Energy

Energy costs and competitiveness at macroeconomic level

Competitiveness - Costs 
for the industry         

ÅThe EU's overall
competitiveness remains
stable compared to main 
trading partners

ÅDespite the existence of 
significant energy price
differentials


