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Narrative
metaphors

framesrhetoric 

messages description explanation 

‘Story’: giving meaning to our social reality by connecting

heterogeneous events within time and space, and vis-à-vis each other.
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Metaphor

Migration as a wave

Frame

Migration as a security issue

There was a massive influx of irregular immigrants into the EU in 

2015 and we were not prepared. But since then we have 

implemented a number of measures, and the numbers are going 

down, so there is no need to panic.”

(Narrative shortcut: “The refugee crisis is over”)

Story
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STORIES: KEY ELEMENTS 

1. Basic Structure: Beginning, Middle, End

2. Conclusion and ‘Followability’

3. Necessarily Selective

4. Emotive and Concrete
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POPULIST STORIES OF MIGRATION:

(WHY) ARE THEY PROBLEMATIC?

emotionalisation

nationalismscandal

radicalisation

polarisation

distortion
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COUNTER-STORIES

1. What stories do we ascribe to populism?

2. What about the protagonist-antagonist structure?

3. What is the (long-term) conclusion?
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CONCLUSION

• Perceptions of migration are not only influenced by 

how political actors tell stories of migration – but also 

by how others respond to it with their own (counter-) 

stories

• When we debate ‘narratives/stories of migration’, we 

need to focus more on actual practices of story-telling 

(rather than political ideologies, values, etc.)
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