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• Perceived negativity in public opinion towards 
immigration: majority or loud minority?

• Micro-level evidence: European Social Survey, 
Facebook comments in Germany

Motivation
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Evidence from the European Social 
Survey

(MEDAM Policy Brief #1)

3



Aggregated Attitudes in Europe
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Source: Ademmer Stöhr MEDAM Policy Brief October 2018



Polarization within countries?
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Source: Ademmer Stöhr MEDAM Policy Brief October 2018



Evidence from social media

(Ademmer et al. 2018, European Union 
Politics)
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• Analysis of Facebook comments regarding
• Articles on asylum/migration

• In German local/regional newspapers

• Analysis with different methods
• Manual coding of content

• Different quantitative methods, incl. topic modelling

Sample and research design
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Source: Ademmer, Leupold, Stöhr, 2018.  European Union Politics



Do social media users in Germany increasingly 
politicize the EU in the course of the “refugee crisis”?

Research question
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No politicization of Europe in the social media debate 
(in Germany)
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Source: Ademmer, Leupold, Stöhr, 2018.  European Union Politics
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• Attitudes are more positive than 16 years ago, little 
variation across EU countries

• On social media we see a lot of activity

• Europe has not been increasingly politicized in the 
debate on social media, national politics dominate

• May contribute to our understanding why we 
perceive a change in views, despite little evidence in 
the ESS

Summary
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Thank you

For more see www.medam-migration.eu

14



Similarities and differences
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Source: Ademmer Stöhr MEDAM Policy Brief October 2018



What about the media?
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Source: Ademmer, Leupold, Stöhr, 2018b. mimeo



Social media comments over time
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Source: Ademmer, Leupold, Stöhr, 2018b. mimeo



Open/closed (increasingly) important 
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Source: Ademmer, Leupold, Stöhr, 2018b. mimeo



Shift during height of “refugee crisis“
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Source: Ademmer, Leupold, Stöhr, 2018b. mimeo


