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A study carried out for DG ENVI – 2015-2016

Today’s presentation comes from

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/studies/mixed_waste.htm#deliverables the latest

version (October 2017) will soon be uploaded

The purpose of this study was to: 

• Perform a screening of CDW policies and management 

practices in the 28 EU Member States 

• Analyse obstacles to recycling and deficiencies in CDW 

waste management practices; 

• Illustrates key elements in CDW management (6 case 

studies); 

• Identify good practices allowing recycling rate to increase 

and improving quality of recycling and recovery; 

• Formulate recommendations to address deficiencies 

identified; 

• Evaluate current reliability of CDW statistics reporting and 

identify source of inaccuracy and lack of traceability. 



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/studies/mixed_waste.htm#deliverables the latest

version (October 2017) will soon be uploaded
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Main recommendations

Remove the backfilling barrier: 

- Stop using the term backfilling and provide clarification on what a CDW recovery 

operation is, 

- Remove backfilling from the 70% objective and include in the WFD a 70% 

recycling target to be met by 2030

to ensure minimal CDW generation and sustainable CDW management

Within the current practices

considered as backfilling, only

reclamation of excavated areas in

construction could be considered

as compliant with the WFD

backfilling criteria, as it substitutes

non-waste materials and would be

undertaken anyway if waste was

not available
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Main recommendations

Keep it clean (source segregation): 

- Mandatory selective demolition

- Keep inert waste separated

to ensure minimal CDW generation and sustainable CDW management



Main recommendations

Keep it clean (source segregation): 

- Mandatory pre-demolition and renovation audits

to ensure minimal CDW generation and sustainable CDW management



Main recommendations

Products, not waste: 

- Develop EoW criteria for recycled aggregates across all MS

- Develop EoW criteria for non-aggregate applications across all MS

to ensure minimal CDW generation and sustainable CDW management

Only five countries (Austria, Belgium, France, The Netherlands and the United

Kingdom) have end-of-waste criteria in place in national legislation mainly for

recycled aggregates, other than the EoW criteria set at the European level (iron,

steel, aluminium scrap, glass cullet, copper scrap).

Summary of main barriers regarding the EoW concept:

• Quality: reliability of materials (environmental and constructional quality must

be ensured)

• Legislation: standards for recycled building materials and detailed rules in

national legislations should be defined + national requirements included

• Image: secondary building materials still have a negative image

• Costs: the time needed for sampling and testing the aggregate quality is seen

as a barrier. EoW is not workable for small-scale recycling



Main recommendations

Enforce to reinforce: 

- Identify and set minimum resourcing levels needed to adequately 

enforce CDW legislation

- Introduce dissuasive penalties in case of breach of waste legislation

to ensure minimal CDW generation and sustainable CDW management

Level of maturity of

legal framework in MS



Main recommendations

Target waste prevention: 

- Set waste prevention targets

- Provide procurement incentives for waste prevention (e.g. through building level 

standard, BREEAM…) 

to ensure minimal CDW generation and sustainable CDW management
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