
1Origin of the Disclosure 
Controversy

• The origin of the debate about disclosing 
insecurities pre-dates software security.

• It can be traced back to locksmiths and lock-picking 
in England in the 1850s.

• In his book “ The rudimentary Treatise on the 
Construction of locks” , locksmith Alfred C. Hobbes 
argued that the public would be better off   if 
knowledge about weakness was spread.

• ..it is to the interest of honest persons to know this 
fact, because the dishonest are tolerably certain to 
apply the knowledge pratically
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