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Summary 

• Young people have been particularly hit by the economic crisis potentially 

causing a ‘lost generation’ 
 

• The societal costs of large groups of young people not in education or 

employment are significant 
 

• Other groups at risk include: households with members older than 65, single 

person and single parent households  
 

• The proportion of these households is expected to increase over the next 

decades 

….resulting in increasing inequality 
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Vulnerable groups 

Older people Single adults Single parents Young people 
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The creation of a ‘lost generation’? 

Highest NEET rate (15–29 year olds) 

21.1% 22% 22.7% 24.6% 

14 million young people (14-29 years old) in the EU are NEETs 
Impact of being a NEET (compared with non-NEET) 

SOCIAL PARTICIPATION 

Social participation rate drops from 

40% to 26.7% 

TRUST 

Trust in institutions drops 

VOTING 

Disposition to vote drops from 

over 75% to just 65% 

CRIME 

Also evidence of a positive correlation between 

unemployment and (property) crime 

SKILLS 

Risk of eroding skills and losing attachment to 

the labour market 

Source: Eurofound (2012) 
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Single parent households 

expected to increase 

Projected increase (%) in numbers of single-parent 

households (2005-2030) 
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Projected increase (%) in population aged 

65+ (2015-2030) 

Population aged 65+ 

expected to increase 


