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THE EU: CHALLENGES AHEAD

*  Ageing population: -50 m workforce by 2060
*  Public discontent: -15% support for the EU in 2012/13
* Energy dependence: 94% oil + 83% gas imported by 2030

QA3. And which of the following do you think are the two main challenges for the EU?

Unemployment - |, 5o
Social inequalities |GGG 2%
The public debt of EU Member States [ RN -
Insufficient economic growth [N -2::
The ageing of the EU's population |G 172
Competition from emerging countries | NRNEGEGE 12%

Environmental issues [ 5%
Instability in the regions bordering the EU [ &%

Other (SPONTANEOUS) [ 1%
None (SPONTANEOUS) [ 1%
Don't know [l 2%
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Source: Eurobarometer, 2014
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THE EU: A VOLATILE NEIGHBOURHOOD

*  One of the least democratic regions in the world
* Demographic unbalances, inequalities and resource dependence
*  Conflicts and fragility

Source: FRIDE, 2014
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THE EU: NOT SUPER-POWER, BUT SUPER-PARTNER

* Whatis Europe’s core asset?
* The EU: pathfinder or exception?

*  Where can the EU make a positive difference in international affairs?

20
Climate Change Conflict
18 - prevention/

16 - ition

International

14 - Frade
12 -

10 -
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ON WHAT ISSUES CAN THE EU MAKE A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS?

Source: Empowering Europe’s Future, FRIDE and Chatham House, 2013



