Industry 4.0: A transformative place-based policy
Friday, 7th December 2018, 10:00-14:00
CEPS Conference Room, 1 Place du Congrès, 1000 Brussels
It is clear that the transformative power of the Fourth Industrial Revolution is reshaping
European firms and industries. The benefits of new technologies and solutions are expected
to manifest themselves in new business models, industries and markets, scalable production,
more flexible and agile production processes and networks, as well as zero carbon and more
sustainable manufacturing systems. But the impact of technologies such as biotech,
nanotech, neuro-technologies, green and renewables, ICT and mobile technology, cloud
technology, big data, 3D printing, artificial intelligence, internet-of-things, robotics, sensoring,
space technology, and drones will vary across sectors and regions. This means policy has a
crucial role to play in ‘joining-up’ technologies, sectors and places.
EU regional policy has been instrumental in driving socio-economic growth and prosperity in
all EU regions by supporting job creation, competitiveness, economic growth, improved
quality of life and sustainable development. Regions have shaped their growth paths by
designing and implementing smart specialisation strategies. Nevertheless, while holding out
the prospect huge benefits in the long term, the disruptive potential of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution poses short-term challenges.
Key issues that policymakers need to address include:
1. What green policies can create new industries and new jobs to achieve sustainable
economic growth?
2. What sorts of skills and training are required to help firms adopt and leverage new
technologies?
3. What are the conditions for promoting a transformative place-based policy for
regions and cities?
4. What policy approaches can support regional transformation in both manufacturing
and services?
5. How can policy assist the onshoring or reshoring of manufacturing activity so as to
strengthen the global competitiveness of EU value chains?
This MAKERS workshop will specifically discuss the policy implications of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution technologies for EU regions and industries with a mix of policymakers, industry
players and academics.
Organised by David Bailey (Aston University) - d.bailey@aston.ac.uk & Felice Simonelli (CEPS)
- felice.simonelli@ceps.eu

Draft Agenda
10:00

Registration & coffee

10:30

Welcome address by Felice Simonelli, Head of Policy Evaluation at CEPS

10:40

Industry 4.0+ - Transforming industries, firms and society, Lisa De
Propris, Professor of Regional Economic Development, Birmingham
Business School and Coordinator of the H2020 project MAKERS

11:00

Panel – A transformative place-based policy
Peter Berkowitz, Head of Unit Smart and Sustainable Growth, DG
REGIO
Annalisa Primi, Head and Senior Economist, Structural Policies and
Innovation, OECD
Sandrine Labory, Professor of Economics, University of Ferrara
Rosemary Coates, Executive Director, Reshoring Institute and
President of Blue Silk Consulting
John Zysman, Professor of Political Science, UC Berkeley
Panel moderated by Andrea Renda, Senior Research Fellow at CEPS
Q&A

12:30

Concluding remarks by Andrea Renda, Senior Research Fellow at CEPS

12:45

Networking Lunch
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