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Brussels, 16 December 1st, 2009
Dear Sir/Madam,

We are pleased to invite you to participate in the seminar on “One Year of Obama: Have Transatlantic Differences Narrowed?” organized by FRIDE with the support of CEPS and the Heinrich Böll Foundation Washington, on February 2, in Brussels. The event will take place in the CEPS meeting room, Brussels, 1 Place du Congress, February 2, 2010.
FRIDE, the Heinrich Böll Foundation and CEPS are teaming up for a stock-take of transatlantic relations after the first year of the Obama administration. The seminar will focus on four thematic areas: changing positions towards multilateralism, including in relation to the financial crisis; policies on climate change, especially in light of the December 2009 Copenhagen summit;  security challenges in Pakistan and Afghanistan;  Middle East policy. In each area the presentations and debates will explore a series of core topics around the following questions: Have differences between the EU and US narrowed during 2009? Is cooperation more effective? Where do transatlantic differences remain, or indeed threaten to become more rather than less notable? What are the policy implications? 

The conference will bring together academic experts and policy makers from Europe and the US. Two short presentations will precede an open debate according to Chatham House Rules. All participants are invited to actively intervene during the debate period. Please note the language of the seminar will be English.

Please find attached the conference program. We appreciate your confirmation to Belen Galindo bgalindo@fride.org 
We look forward to your participation in this meeting.  Best regards,

Best regards,
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	Richard Youngs

Research Director
FRIDE


[image: image2.jpg][image: image3.jpg][image: image4.jpg]