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The International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), London

Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF), Geneva
Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP), Geneva
Dear friends,
We have the pleasure to invite you to attend the 33rd session of the European Security Forum, on Monday 23 November 2009, when the topic will be:
“Somalia and the Pirates”
This seminar assembles remarkable expertise on the multi-faceted drama of Somalia, which is currently ranked in international surveys as the ultimate ‘failed state’ in the world. Professor Anderson will present the historical backdrop to the present drama, retracing centuries of piracy. Jonathan Stevenson will be analysing evidence of infiltration of Al Qaida into Somalia as a base. Rob de Wijk will be analysing the incidence and modes of piracy currently observed. Professor Haines will be presenting an account of naval-legal aspects of counter-piracy actions and in particular an account of the EU’s Atalanta counter-piracy missionAs discussants Claude-France Arnould from the Council Secretariat has responsibility for the Atalanta mission, which seems tom be getting good reviews, and Jeremy Lester will be giving an account of the Commission’s on-land operations in the failed state.    
The paper-givers are:

· Professor Steven Haines, Geneva Centre for Security Policy 
· Rob de Wijk, The Hague Centre for Strategic Studies
· Jonathan Stevenson, US Naval War College, Newport, R.I.
· David Anderson, Professor of African Politics, University of Oxford 
Discussant:

· Claude-France Arnould, Director, Defence Aspects, Council of the European Union.
· Jeremy Lester, Head of Somalia Unit, European Commission
An excellent background paper is available: Emilio Alessandri of IAI, Rome, “Addressing the resurgence of Sea Piracy – Legal, Political and Security Aspects” , available at http://www.iai.it/pdf/DocIAI/iai0916.pdf.

The meeting will be chaired by François Heisbourg, Special Adviser at the Foundation for Strategic Research, Paris and Chairman of the GCSP Foundation Council, Geneva.

Please be so kind as to inform us of your intention to participate, by email (to esf@ceps.eu). 

Practical details: 

Date:

Monday, 23 November 2009
Place:

CEPS, Place du Congres 1, Brussels
Start Lunch:
12.30 hrs
Session:
13.30-16.30 hrs
Yours sincerely,
Michael Emerson, Senior Research Fellow, CEPS

George Dura, Researcher, CEPS
Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS)

1, Place du Congrès, B - 1000 Brussels

tel: +32 (0)2 229 39 84; fax: +32 (0)2 229 41 51
email : esf@ceps.eu
www.ceps.eu
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