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Actions to support democratic transition
 in the South Mediterranean region

Joint Statement of CEPS, IEMED and EuroMeSCo 
3 March 2011

While the unprecedented and spontaneous mobilisation of Tunisians and Egyptians has achieved a critical historical success – the end of the Ben Ali and Mubarak’s autocratic, corrupt and repressive regimes – it remains unclear whether Tunisia and Egypt will successfully manage the transition to become fair, inclusive and stable democracies. 

Socio-economic problems in the Arab world require, above all, credible and sustainable political solutions. Hence, unless far-reaching and genuine – and not merely cosmetic – political reforms are put in place, a further deterioration of socio-economic conditions is all but inevitable and, with it, the likelihood of political and civil unrest.
The EU and other external actors would be well advised to factor this increasingly evident reality into their policies. A radical rethink of EU policies towards the region is called for, the bottom line of which should be to halt lenient EU policies towards countries that are not implementing serious political reform, despite their economic achievements, their proven willingness to cooperate in the fight against terrorism, illegal immigration and broader geostrategic objectives.
The Tunisian and Egyptian Revolutions: Towards a democratisation wave in the Arab world

Upon the departure of Ben Ali in Tunisia, a unity ‘transition’ government, which for the first time included members of the opposition, was formed and it called for a prompt revamping of the constitution and inclusive fair elections. The protests of the people led to the quasi-dissolution of Ben Ali’s main political party – Rassemblement Constitutionnel Démocratique (RCD) – and the exclusion from the new unity transition government any members of the previous regime. After the resignation of the Prime Minister, who served more than a decade under Ben Ali, the transition government agreed to establish a new constitutional assembly.
The political situation of the country remains overly fragile. Opposition forces are weak, poorly organised and divided, and the country lacks the necessary legal framework for a vibrant political and civil society. The army, which so far has limited itself to containing social unrest, may overstep the mark and enter the political stage. The challenge now is to organise credible electoral platforms and campaigns and a durable democratic culture that reflect the aspirations of the population. 
In Egypt, the Mubarak regime created a presidential system in which a single person became the head of the army and political and judicial systems. The only political organisation with presence in all areas of Egyptian life was the ruling party, National Democratic Party (NDP), and the other few political parties were either co-opted or penetrated by the regime. There was no difference between the state and the person at the top. 

The presidential system ruled the country via a strong security apparatus, which suppressed any opposition and supported a corrupt regime. Rule of law and justice were totally absent in pre-revolutionary Egypt. Numerous links between the economic, social and political elites also contributed to a general political apathy and the marginalisation of Egyptian society.

After the fall of Mubarak, the army took control of the country and the Military Council is currently ruling the transition period. Radical transformations are needed for the consolidation of a democratic system. Current challenges include redefining the role of the army, the future of political parties and the dealing with consequences of a further deterioration of the economic situation of the country.
Above all, radical constitutional amendments need to be made in order to ensure that forthcoming elections stand the chance of being free, fair and above all representative.
The changing dynamics of the Euro-Mediterranean politics and the way forward 

Against this background, CEPS, IEMED and EuroMesSCo are launching a new initiative to support a successful model of democratic transition in the region and to discuss the current and future role of the European Union to achieve this objective. 
At its first meeting hosted by IEMed in Barcelona on 2 March 2011, the members of this Initiative agreed on the following policy recommendations:

The European Union should
· Put forward a financial strategy to support democratic transitions in the Southern Mediterranean that could help restore Europe’s credibility in the region. Coherent financial strategies should consider frontloading European bilateral funds to those initiatives supporting democratic transitions.     
· Promote a new democratic culture in Southern Mediterranean countries via the creation of an Observatory, which can act as an exchange platform among Northern and Southern Mediterranean civil societies, while building on shared experiences from democratic transitions in Central and Eastern Europe. The EuroMeSCo network can play a central role in sharing civil society’s experiences in democratic transitions.
· Ensure that future elections in the region are free and fair by offering Electoral Observation Missions as soon as elections are called.
· Revisit the EU’s mechanisms for external action towards the Southern Mediterranean in light of political changes in the region, including the Union for the Mediterranean, which needs to be reinforced with new activities and sectors that are essential for the economic and social development in the region.

· Revisit the European Neighbourhood Policy and the Advanced Statuses granted or being negotiated by the EU with Southern Mediterranean countries by establishing a more strategic Euro-Mediterranean partnership that guarantees sustainable inclusive, social and economic development and revisits the conditionality principle.

· Revise neoliberal economic policies in favour of more competitive and inclusive approaches for the development of South Mediterranean countries and the well-being of their populations.

· Provide technical assistance on the reform of the political, constitutional and judicial systems, the democratic reform of the armed forces and the national security apparatus.
· Contribute to a security environment conducive to restoring stability for the benefit of the citizens in the region, by revisiting the export policy of weapons and security devices.
The EU has to act quickly on its declarations of support for “a genuine democratic transition” and act before the forthcoming Tunisian and Egyptian elections. The extraordinary Summit of Heads of State and Government of the European Union on the situation in Libya and North Africa on 11 March 2011 provides a timely opportunity to discuss these and other measures to support the democratic transitions in Southern Mediterranean countries. The Summit should also strengthen the voice of the European Union and deliver a strong political message in explicit support of the efforts initiated by Southern Mediterranean populations to enter a new phase of democratization.   
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