






CEPS
Place du Congrès 1
B-1000 Brussels
Tel : 32(0)2.229.39.11
Fax : 32(0)2.219.41.51
Website: www.ceps.eu

Belgique - België
P.P.

1000 Bruxelles
1/758

c 6 SEPT	 The Future of the Integrated Border Management Strategy - INEX workshop (Registration: miriam.mir@ceps.eu)
9.00-16.00	 Jean-Louis De Brouwer and Henrik Nielsen, DG Home Affairs, European Commission
	 Simon Busuttil, MEP and Member of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs

c 7 SEPT	 Towards Low-Carbon Energy: Lithuania’s Strategy and the New EU Energy Policy
17.00-18.30	 Arvydas Sekmokas, Minister for Energy, Lithuania

c 14 SEPT	 Investigating Diversity in the Banking Sector in Europe: The Role of Co-operative Banks
17.00-18.30	 Rym Ayadi, CEPS Senior Fellow; Hervé Guider, Secretary General, European Association of Co-operative Banks

c 30 SEPT	 Understanding Euroscepticism?
13.00-14.30	 Cécile Leconte, Associate Professor, Sciences Po (Paris)

c 12 OCT	 The Role of the European Parliament. How does it function in reality?
13.15-14.30	 Klaus Welle, Secretary General, European Parliament

Attendance at CEPS Membership Meetings is a benefit of membership. Non-members may be admitted for €50 per session, paid in cash at registration. 

An informal sandwich lunch is served at 12.30 (or half an hour) before lunchtime meetings (€6). For organisational reasons, we cannot accept telephone registrations. 

Registration: Please contact Anne-Marie Boudou, by e-mail: amboudou@ceps.eu or fax: +32 (0)2 201.46.89.
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Nurturing political culture at  
the EU level

On June 24th, CEPS hosted the launch of 
the book Towards a European Demos? 

A Polish Perspective on the 2009 European 
Parliamentary Elections. Jacek Kucharczyk, 
co-author and Director of the Institute of 
Public Affairs in Warsaw, outlined his main 
ideas and discussed the possibility of forming 
a European political community through the 
mechanism of European elections. Taking 
Poland as a case study, his research showed 
the paradox of a country featuring strong EU 
support in parallel with low voter turnout for 
EP elections. In his view, the main challenge 
lies with the media and civil society in 
maintaining a constant flow of information 
to the citizens. MEP Andrew Duff proposed 
some changes that could facilitate increased 
public knowledge, e.g. lowering the voting 
age to 16, strengthening the transnational 
campaign by having one election date, 
electing a few EU-wide MEPs and breaking 
up bigger member states into smaller 

constituencies. Doru Frantescu of VoteWatch.
eu added that better communication 
strategies for European institutions are 
necessary to keep citizens well informed and 
that transparency in decision-making could 
bring voters closer to the political debate.

Recent events
First MEDPRO Workshop  

in Cairo 

MEDPRO – Mediterranean 
Prospects – is a European 

research project run by a 
consortium of 18 institutions 
from throughout the 
Mediterranean region, funded 
under the EU’s 7th Framework 
Programme and coordinated by 
CEPS. MEDPRO recognises two 
challenges that the Southern 
Mediterranean countries will 
have to face in the coming 
decades: how to build enduring 
democratic states, and how to 
ensure sustainable development.  
On 29-30 June, the Faculty of 
Economics and Political Sciences 
of Cairo University (FEPS) hosted 
MEDPRO’s first implementation 
workshop on demography, 
human capital inequalities and 
migration in Cairo. Speakers 
presented the demographic 
situation and state of education 
in selected Maghreb and  
Mashrek countries, highlighting 
their commonalities and 
divergences. The project website 
has now been launched.
Info: www.medpro-foresight.eu

CEPS Director tapped for expertise

Daniel Gros has been invited 
to join the Group of Experts 

in Banking Issues (GEBI), which 
advises the European Commission. 
The Group met in June to discuss 
various issues related to the design 

and implementation of the Capital 
Requirements (CRD IV) directive.

On July 18th, Gros spoke as an expert to an 
annual meeting of the Economics Ministers of 
the 17 German Länder, giving a presentation on 
the situation of the eurozone and the prospects 
for recovery in Germany and Europe.

The EU budget’s role in renewables RTD 

The Climate Parliament, a worldwide 
community of parliamentarians concerned 

with climate change, organised a roundtable 
meeting in Seville on June 18-20, at which 
Jorge Núñez Ferrer of CEPS presented the 
potential and problems of the EU budget 
and the European Investment Bank regarding 
the financing of Research and Technical 
Development (RTD) in renewable energies. 

Núñez Ferrer suggested that the budget could 
potentially finance the necessary infrastructure 
for a European super grid and low carbon 
zones, as well as specific actions in rural areas 
for smaller power generation.

Núñez Ferrer at the concentrated solar power stations, Seville

Frantescu, Piotr M. Kaczyński (Chair, CEPS), Kucharczyk & Duff

Gros

Take note of God’s commandments, 
Your Majesty, or misery shall befall the 
kingdom!

Take note of the markets, Prime 
Minister, or misery shall befall the 
nation!


